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The Engineer and the Courts

MODULE #5:  Case Study

1. The Case

You are hired by an attorney as a technical consultant and expert witness to assist in a case where an operating electric ceiling fan in a restaurant had a blade break loose and strike a patron, severely injuring the patron’s right (dominant) arm.  Consider the roles of six different technical consultant/expert witnesses that are involved in the case.  How would you function in each role?

2. Technical Consultant/Expert Witness #1

The attorney that represents the plaintiff has hired you as a technical consultant and expert witness for the plaintiff.

a. Who are the parties that should be included in the lawsuit?  Why?

b. What evidence should be gathered?  Why?

c. What is the information that is needed to successfully try the case?

d. What are the tests/experiments that should be performed?

e. Who would you suggest that the attorney depose in the case?  Why?

3. Technical Consultant/Expert Witness #2

The plaintiff’s attorney has included the owner of the restaurant as a

defendant in the case.  The attorney representing the restaurant has hired you as a technical consultant and expert witness on the case.

a. What theories of defense would you recommend that your client pursue?

b. Who would you suggest that the attorney depose in the case?  Why?

c. What evidence should be gathered?  Why?

d. What is the information that is needed to successfully defend the case?

e. What are the tests/experiments that should be performed?

4. Technical Consultant/Expert Witness #3

The plaintiff’s attorney has included the manufacturer of the fan as a

defendant in the case.  The attorney representing the fan manufacturer has hired you as a technical consultant and expert witness on the case.

a. What theories of defense would you recommend that your client pursue?

b. Who would you suggest that the attorney depose in the case?  Why?

c. What evidence should be gathered?  Why?

d. What is the information that is needed to successfully defend the case?

e. What are the tests/experiments that should be performed?

5. Technical Consultant/Expert Witness #4

The plaintiff’s attorney has included the local distributor of the fan as a 

defendant in the case.  The attorney representing the fan distributor has hired you as a technical consultant and expert witness on the case.

a. What theories of defense would you recommend that your client pursue?

b. Who would you suggest that the attorney depose in the case?  Why?

c. What evidence should be gathered?  Why?

d. What is the information that is needed to successfully defend the case?

e. What are the tests/experiments that should be performed?

6. Technical Consultant/Expert Witness #5

The plaintiff’s attorney has included the general contractor that built the 

restaurant.  The attorney representing the general contractor has hired you as a technical consultant and expert witness on the case.

a. What theories of defense would you recommend that your client pursue?

b. Who would you suggest that the attorney depose in the case?  Why?

c. What evidence should be gathered?  Why?

d. What is the information that is needed to successfully defend the case?

e. What are the tests/experiments that should be performed?

7. Technical Consultant/Expert Witness #6

The plaintiff’s attorney has included the electrical contractor that installed the 

fan when the restaurant was build.  The attorney representing the electrical contractor has hired you as a technical consultant and expert witness on the case.

a. What theories of defense would you recommend that your client pursue?

b. Who would you suggest that the attorney depose in the case?  Why?

c. What evidence should be gathered?  Why?

d. What is the information that is needed to successfully defend the case?

e. What are the tests/experiments that should be performed?

Page 5-2 


